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CARBON NEUTRAL GRAIN PILOT PROJECT 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.03 pm]: On Friday, to celebrate National 
Agriculture Day, we announced a new benchmarking tool, the Carbon Neutral Grain Pilot project. With increasing 
pressure on our grains industry to reduce carbon emissions, this tool is the first step for farmers to calculate their 
carbon footprint and find ways to reduce emissions. The tool is the result of a partnership between the Department 
of Primary Industries and Regional Development, CBH Group and Wide Open Agriculture. I acknowledge the 
hard work of Larissa Taylor to get this project off the ground. The project involved grain producers from 36 properties, 
covering 152 000 hectares, and data provided from 417 000 tonnes of grain—wheat, barley, canola, oats and lupins—
throughout the 2020 and 2021 seasons. I acknowledge the contribution of these farmers and the consultants who 
worked together in compiling the data and analysis. There were significant findings from the research, including 
that 70 per cent of all greenhouse gas emissions are from on-farm operations, that fertilisers and crop residue 
contribute more than 50 per cent of these emissions, and that 95 per cent of pre-farm emissions are generated during 
the production of fertilisers, herbicides and pesticides used on a farm. 
The project assessed the preferred emissions calculator to be the PICCC GAF—the Primary Industries Climate 
Challenges Centre greenhouse accounting framework. This calculator is free for farmers to use and is highly accurate. 
This project will inform parts of the agricultural sectoral emissions reduction strategies under commitments to the 
ministerial climate action task force. At some point, farming enterprises and agribusinesses will be required to 
calculate their carbon emission and sequestration rates—our international markets will demand it, as will bankers, 
insurance brokers and consumers. This project paves the way for Western Australian farmers to benchmark their 
emissions against others in the industry with a reliable and effective tool tested for our local conditions. Farmers will 
now be able to make more informed decisions about their emissions and emission reduction plans that will allow 
them to stay on the front foot when communicating with their customers. Creating a traceable, low-carbon emissions 
grain export supply chain that underpins future market access is within the reach of Western Australian grain growers. 
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